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INTRODUCGCTION

hinese legends and passages in the classtcs mention sporadic scaborne
C contacts between the Chinese and their neighbors as early as the Shang
dynasty (1600—1100 BC).! Recorded Western Chou (1x00-771 BC) contacts
are more specific, indicating that peoples in ancient Vietnam and Japan had
come to China.? In about the first millennium BG, the Chinese reached the
coasial areas along the Po-hai # 3§ Sca, and later at the beginning of the
Spring and Autumn Period {770-476 BC), people there seem to have mas-
tered shipbuilding and the necessary navigational skills for ocean voyages.®
Furthermore, the word for sailing is well atrested. Confucius (551479 BC) 15
reported to have said: “My doctrines make no way. 1 will get upon a rafi,
and float about on the sea.” Leaving aside his complaint about indifference
toward his moral teachings, Confucius’ remark reveals an awareness of sail-
ing that was already common.

In south China, the various Yiieh & tribal peoples were masters of na-
vigation. They could use boats and oars as skillfully as the inlanders handled
chariots and horses.® Seaborne trade must have existed in the modern area
of Kwangtung long before the Han Chinese extended their influence into
this region. The Ch'in dynasty (221-207 BC) annexed south China into its
territery and further boosted trading activities there. Archaeologists have

5 Skik ching, “Shang sung A Af,” Shili-san-ching chu-shu edn. {Taipei: Ta-hua shu-chii,

" 1g82), p. 626: “[Then came| Seang-U'oo, all-ardent, and all [within] the seas, beyond {the

middle region], acknowledged his restraints”; trans, James Legge, The She King, vol. 4 of The
Chingse Classics (rpt. Hong Kong: Hong Kong U.P., 1g60), p. 640. '

? Lun heng & 5 (SPTK edn) 5, p. 54; 8, p. 8a; xg, p. b. Lun feng was compiled by Wang
Ch’ung T FE (27797 an), whose discussions about the Western Chou and earlier dynasties
stiould be treated with caution. '

* Wu Yii-kan, “China’s Overseas Intercourse and Trade in Olden Times,” Euastern Horizon
4.2 (1065), p. 6. For a discussion of China's expansion to the south, see Harold Wiens, Han
Chinese Expansion in South Chine {Hamden, Conn.: Shoe String Press, 1954).

1 Lun yi, “Kung-yeh Ch’ang AR {Shih-san-ching chu-shu edn.} 5, p. 2473; trans. J.
Legge, The Confucian Analeets, vol. 1 of The Chinese Classics, p. 174. See also sect. "Wei-tzu i g
T." p. 2530,

5 Yian K'ang ﬁﬁ, YViich chileh sk B HE 2 {SPTE. edn.) 8, p. zb. Kno-yii cheng- B2
2%, “Yieh yn #EEE” (1880 eds; facs. rpt. Ch'eng-tw: Pa-shu shu-she, 1985) 20, p. 1b.
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ff)und imported goods from southeast Asia at Chinese Han-era seaport
sites.* Moreover, the Chinese acquired detailed knowledge about thep:ea
routt;:s from modern Lei-chou B M| peninsula to countries in southeast Asia
and in the Indian Ocean.” Such historical notices and discovered products
tcsti.fy to a flourishing foreign trade in southern China in Han timesp In fac
dun'ng Western Han, Fan-yi & & (modern Kuang-chou) had bt.ecome :
trading center for exotic goods.® Pearls, rhinoceros horns, and hawksbill
turtles attracted the attention not only of merchants and o;dina ople
but a}so of local officials and court nobles far away in the cap?tarf 'II")he’
ﬂo-unshing of foreign trade in Kuang-chou,” and the potential proﬁt. to be
gamed from administering it, naturally would have raised questions about
purchasing privileges and the administration of foreign trade.

The largeness of unified China made it so that the central court dele
gated power to local authorities. In such areas as Kuang-chou the farawa-
court depended entirely on local officials to €xecute its orders. Conse uenty
ly, the administration of foreign trade at busy seaports in south and 30 th-
€ast China also devolved to local officials, Such administrative involvel:en;

manifested itself mainly in corrupt administrative behavior. As major con

¢ Kwangsi chuang-tsu tzu-chih-ch'ii wen-wy K’ -ku hsieh
5w 48, “Kwangsi Ho-p'u Hsi-Han mu-lazzo l:'nusmﬁ g—;uggg % ii@ fK#;

(1973), p. 30. Hop'u, a major seaport during the Western Han, is located in the southern

part of modern Kwangsi proviace. Goods excavated from the tomb include agate, glazed

items, crystal, and amber which are believed to have been j aster:
' "W : umported from south, i
;ou:;nyt:c:nsgcc alsz C:\ou I;en-khuan B K and Chang Jung-fang R &8 % E'l’-lam-ntzn?s\:rao-n
-nan Ya kuo-chia te hai-shang chiao-t'ung ho mao-i kuan-hsi L
EEEI*B‘RE_};;{%*FR& M GR,” Wen shi g (1980), pp. r5-30. FRARER R
o an sh'u K (Pekmg: Chung-hua shuchd, 1g62) 28B, pp. 1670~ 471. For a rece t stud
of t c. trading relaut'x?s between China and India, see Liu Xinru, Ancient India audnAnanuk'l /
Cllma.ﬂ T‘mde and Reltg'n?us Exchanges 4. 1 - 600 (Delhi: Oxford U.P, 1988}
: gah zt L35 gegn : Chung-hua, 1959) 129, p. 3268. )
o Han shu (Peking: Chung-hua, 1 beco
] : - » 1965) 64, p. 2099. It had al
ar’oul:’mn: for tht? appointecs qf the governor-general in Fan-yi wogcgnd prcci:u:n F(:)s:el ig'u:
> gifts to their influential patrons in the court. Okazaki Takashi RS 5 8 has ag;etailed
..?c'um?n of ‘t'hc h;'!wksbtll‘trade along the Chinese coast during the Han dynasty. See hi
iag?l o;l?;mtmuta kodai Nankai boeiki ni tsuite BuFzuage T ?}y;‘ é&ﬁl‘g
i " in Sitver fubtlee Volume of the Zinbun Kagaku Kenkys, X
Un:.v;(r:uy, 1954), pp. 178 - 200. / " K fe (yoto: Kyoto
uang-chou was first established as a “region”
uang-che b region” {chou M) under the Wu Ki; i
;tm h:':i E]l:l:zl:;t:: grerhNan-hal e, Ts'ang-wu H1E, and Kao-liang #f 32 czgr:::nzl:ii.
h i O the late sixth centuries, the successive d ties i i ‘
;zt'cgonﬁgi fo;_;;:?eu administrative divisions: “region,” “comyz::ideryl?’ Z:‘;:(:g?;l::m:l:;:
Asien X wduee-categorysysl:mw&salsoadowdbd:Wcs(er’ i
{265 -316) and by th s o 20). 5 Pl
g p,f sl Z;,,a e ru!ersh:;:' % Szouthcm dynasties (420- 589), See Hung Liang-chi 9%35’
i Tm‘ ng-yil 5 =4 § . Ts'ung-shu chich'eng chicn-pien od
'pet: 1aiwan shang-wu yinshu-kuan, 1966) B, p. 108. F a
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sumers of exotic goods, officials, mainly through extortion, accumulated as
personal wealth large amounts of foreign valuables. They also bribed higher
officials with foreign goods, in the hope of gaining imperial favor and pro-
motion. For example, such corruption enraged soldiers stationed in Chiao-
chih ZZBE." In 184 AD they staged a mutiny, taking as prisoners the regional
inspector (tz’u-shik F 5) of Chiao-chih and the grand protector (Yai-shou A
5F) of Ho-p'u &7#l."

The corruption prevalent among the high officials of southern coastal
prefectures was nevertheless tolerated by the central court. In his essay titled
“On Kuang-tung and Kuang-hsi” (“Liang-kuang lun” 7§ 5 #®), Chang Ju-
yii 320178, a Southern Sung (1127-1279) scholar, explained the practice.
in appointing prefects and county magistrates, Chang pointed out, priority
was often given to inland prefectures and counties that were considered
strategically and economically more important than those in coastal areas.
The governments of those latter areas were consequently often staffed by
officials of poor quality.” It was not easy to persuade metropolitan officials to
accept appointment to office in the remote southern frontier regions. They
tended to think of such appointments as an indication of imperial disfavor.
Unless he had made serious mistakes in performing official duties or had
sided with the wrong faction in power struggles, and was therefore forced to
give up his post in the capital, a metropolitan official would avoid accepting
office in the southern coastal prefectures.” In his mind, the south seemed a
terrible place, not only far away from the capital, but also infested with
poisonous snakes and insects, and ravaged by tropical epidemics. However,

the southern cities, especially Kuang-chou, did offer an irresistible attraction
for less scrupulous officials — exotic precious goods. Acquiring even a small
amount of these could ensure a comfortable life for the official and his de-

1 The jurisdiction of Chiao-chih covered most parts of modern Kwangtung and Kwangsi
provinces and the central and northern part of Vietnam.

12 Hou Han shu 31, p. 1111,

1> Chang Ju-yd, Shan-t'ang ch’%in-shu k'zo-so |1 B ¥ 3 3 3R (Taipei: Hsin-hsing shucha,
1969) 51, pp. 42-b.

14 See Li Lin-fu W in Hsin Tang shu g {Peking: Chung-hua, 1975; hereafter
HTS ) 223A, p. 6364 (where Li threatened others with southern exile). As late as the T'ang
dynasty, much of the Kwangtung area still remained underdeveloped. Some T'ang officials
wok Mt Ta-yl ling, which separates modern Kiangsi and Kwangtung provinces, as the
nawral boundary between the Chinese and the southern tribal peoples. Sec Sung Chih-wen ch
R (SPTK edn) A, p- 14b; B, pp. b, 11b. An appointment to Kuang-chou or Chiao-
chou could constitute a threat sufficient to silence onc’s political enemy or oust him from the
political stage. Sec also P. A, Herbert, “Perceptions of Provincial Officialdom in Early T'ang

China,” AM sd ser. 2.1 (1989), pp. 25-57.
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scendants. As a result, those seeking wealth would try to gain posts there.”
Their greed led them to set high tax rates for foreign merchants. Chén shy
Z B records, for example, that during the Chin dynasty the regional
inspector of Chiao-chou 3% M and the grand protector of Jih-nan 5 H§
commandery fixed the rate at about twenty to thirty percent.” In about 336,
regional inspector Chiang Chuang 2 H: drastically increased the already
high tax rate to fifty percent. Moreover, under the pretext of “pacifying
barbarians,” one of his subordinates, Han Chi # 8%, mobilized warships and
soldiers to attack foreign traders who dared to voice their complaints against
the new tax."”

Corruption remained constant among officials in Kuang-tung during
the Eastern Chin (817-420) and throughout the Southern Dynasties (420~
589). These officials forced foreign merchants to sell goods to them at haif
price and then resold them at high prices fixed by themseives, doubling or
even tripling the profits from the trade.* This corrupt practice shocked and
enraged Wang Seng-ju F {8 &% , Liang (502-557) courtier appointed
grand protector of Nan-hai & #§ commandery in about 50s. In a rather
sentimental statement, he is reported to have said: “In the old days there
was an official sent to supervise the Shu &} tribal peoples. During his tenure,
he had never acquired even one item of local product. When | myself die,
the estate that I shall leave to my children will consist of no exotic goods.”"
Officials as honest as Wang Seng-ju, however, were rare enough to excite
comment. They would be honored and praised by the court,™ but what they
did was merely cast a ray of faint light in the darkness. In mOost cases corrup-
tion was commmon routine, A vicious circle seemns to have gone on among
officials in Kuang-chou: they were dispatched there from the capital because
of disfavor or from the hope of becoming rich. In the former instance, those
seeking personal weaith to compensate for their political disgrace inevitably
became corrupted by foreign valuables. Such behavior, however, would not
draw much attention from the court unless it triggered off serious disturb-
ances in their jurisdictions. The central court would then repiace them with

1® Chin shu W 3 (Peking: Chung-hua, 1974} 90, p. 2341. In j‘ang times Cheng Ch'gan 8%
» for example, sought the position of regional inspector of Ling-nan in 82¢ because his

salary was too moderate 1o support a big family. See Chiu Tang-shu W & & (Peking:
Chung-hua, 1975; hereafter CTS) 162, p. 4246.

' The jurisdiction of this commandery covers roughly the northern part of Binh Tri
Thien province to Mt. Daj Lanh in modern Vietnam,

17 Chin shu g7, p. 2546. 8 Sui shu B X (Peking: Chung-hua, 1973) 24, p. 673.
1% Liang shu 32 (Peking: Chung-hua, 1g74) 33, p. 470.

* For example, see the biographies of Wang Li T & and Juan Cho BL &L in Ch'm chy Bl
= (Peking: Chung-hua, 1972) 17, p. 238; 34, p. 472.
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new officials, and they would very likely start the same process .over again.
Evén when the Sui court (581-618) reasserted strong centrahzcd‘ powe.r
after centuries of disunity in China, little progress was made in breaking this
circle of corruption

THE ANNUAL TRIBUTE SYSTEM AND ‘“‘OFFICIAL
PURCHASING' : SIPHONING PROFIT

During the T’ang dynasty (618-g07) ma'riti.me trad_c developed ;?t a
strong pace.” T'ang geographical works contain mformatlon ab'out a.flcuent
states located in modern Vietnam, Singapore, Mala).zsn, Indonem.a, Sri L:'m-
ka, India, Pakistan, Iran, and Iraq, indicating the existence of active tradt.ng
between China and these countries.”® Through the lonfg-haul trade, \‘\fhlch
was controlled mainly by Arab, Persian, and Indian_ shippers, the Chinese
also came in touch with countries in modern Bahram,'Oman, \.’emen,. and
even Tanzania on the eastern coast of the African continent.? Fine Chinese
silk, porcelain, copper utensils, and iron tools.were bl’O‘l;lghI _to thelse fmfn-
tries; incense, spices, and rare stones were carried back. Pemfm ships” with
a carrying capacity of six to seven hundred people anchored in the. Ku;ng-
chou port. Foreign communities, mostly composed of merchants don,:g usi-
ness in China, resided in Ch’idan-chou R 1, Yang-chou 3 M, Ch’u-chou

] - 1381. CTS 59, p. 2325. HTS go, p. 3777 )

:%‘4::‘: a5r5c; f:o ls?;:ucciﬁc qui?ltiptativc records, but a strong scabom'c trade is seen through
the increase in envays coming from southeast Asian oountfics ta China. S'uch missions m;:
often of a business nature. See the chart in Wada Hisanori’s K EH;L ® “Tedai no ’Nll.l
kenshi [ X O H ¥R, TG 33.1 (1950}, p. 71. ACCO!‘di!lg 0o tlnsf during Ka_c)-tsu s nine-

r reign, five southeast Asian countries sent envoys (o China. This numl;»crlsc:.ncm:asedti ' sﬂt:
tyh?rty-four‘during Tai-tsung’s menty-(hroc-f {hearTmlf?n. l?v;rll:?: é;::i‘: ';wac: } > ?fgsv:i ppf
, C. Chen, “Trading Activities of ¢ Turkic Peo ) / ),
fosr exa'mE':ll:ard H.cSthafcr, “Iranian Merchants in Tang Dynafty Tz}lcs, Sembc at_ld Oriental
gtu_dése‘:"haemd o William Faopper, U. of California Publ;Lauons ﬁ% Semitic Phllzl:dgy 1§
' i “Kojin saihodan o
, pp. 403-22, and Yamada Katsuyoshi H , “Koj .
(mBe"cs]kflc!vagfi%EFﬁ’ i g— # < o T in Takahashi Tomio 5% Eﬂ, ed., Bunkg ni akeru
iyl :ou;n)d XAz B B RE & BE (Tokyo: Kadokawa shoten, ngg?ikppA;:ei;ﬁo.f
E i io ichael Loewe, “Spices and Silk: o
discussion of overseas trade, see Mic ael Y A
5’/0;;1 f:',:ar;e ilx:cdte First Seven Centuries of the Christian Era, jfz!S (Iq7 1.2), ‘p% ;(iﬁg N
* HTS 43B, pp. 1146, 1153 - 4. See also the lost T'ang work ng«plag;]u-: ,
pling yi ; ing: . 8, p. 4168.
ited in Tas-p'i -an KX T HH B (Peking: Chung hua: 1960} 93 . .
CW:‘;;:” :’-:iscnfgon of archaeological findings of Chinese goodsv in Africa, see '[C'amoobaldg
Filesi, China and Africa in the Middle Ages, trans. David L. Morison (London: Fran an
. Ld., 1972). ) . . ‘
C"nLSce ;{izle}h Neng B¥ #E, “Sung Fu<hien Li ta-fu ﬁﬁ@?k *x; h&ﬂoﬁ%{%
“Sung Li shih-chiin fu Ch’ilan-chou” & 2= £ & &L R M}, in Chiiian Tang

{(Shanghai: Ku-chi ch’u-pan-she, 1986) 208, P- 490; 559, p- 1431.
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B M~ Kuang-chou, and on Hai-nan ¥ B Istand At the same time,
Chinese merchants were by no means less active than their foreign counter-
parts. They sailed to Japan, Korea, and ports in southeast Asia, By the mid-
ninth century, they had also reached as far a5 India and the Persian Gulf,
The maritime trade, however, did not immediately necessitate action by
the court to assume direct control. Traditionally, central control over the
Ling-nan #§ B arca had been weak. The founding of the Tang dynasty in
618 did not bring about any sudden change to this situation, Moreover,
Ling-nan was still mostly inhabited by non-Han Chinese: Liao 2%, [ 3%, and
Yich. They were still far from obedient to the central court, During the
period of the collapse of Sui and the founding of T'ang, these tribai people
often revolted against the center. The actual control of Ling-nan was in the
hands of such members of powerful local families as Hsiao Hsien M, Lin
Shih-hung # + 84, and Cheng Wen-chin 88 37 it Only by playing one
local family off against another could the T'ang court Mmanage to maintain a
delicate balance.” It was as late as 622 that the Ling-nan area was formaily
incorporated into the Tang empire, and the Area Command (Tsung-kuan
fu ¥ % &) of Kuang-chou established.® But to 3 large degree, the central
control of the area still had to be exercised through these influential families,
who had offered their loyalty to the T'ang court. Their overwhelming in-
Auence is seen mostly in their hereditary power. For ¢xampie, during five
generations, according to the Sui and Tang records, members of Feng
Ang’s & family held the post of prefect of Kuang-chou *

On the other hand, the national ruling class during early T'ang oc-

south. Besides, the concern for its moral i

court from direct involvement in coinmerce and the collection of taxes on

almost one thou-
sand foreign merchants were plundered and massacred. See CTS 110, p. 3313; 124, p. 3533.
Txu-chih ung-chien W ¥4 BE (Peking: Chung-hua, 1956; hereafter TCT

C) 221, p. 7102.
¥ In 773, there was another massacre of foreign merchants in Kuang-chou. See ¢T5 122,
P- 3500,

 For example, in 620 when Kaa Fa<ch'eng M % # anqg Hsicn Pao<ch’e ¥ W 48 of
Kuang-chou and Hsin-chou M rebelled, the T ang court had to rely on Feng Ang ¥ 2,
head of another local family, 1o suppress the rebellion. See CT'S 109, p. 3287

* CTS 41, p- 1711,

* CTS 109, p. 3288. For a discussion of the situation in the Kuang-chou area durin the
late Sui and early T'ang times, and the local-family control, see Kawahara Masahiro ¥ j{ IE
¥, Kan minzoku Kanan hatenshi henkyn Ik B e % MER LR {Tokyo: Yoshikawa
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i idered contradictory to Confucian
maritime t;;.lde, 1‘::102:)1:3::n::(ricb;mrl::::yricholars as “[the goverm.nem]
e oeting st st its own people for profits” 52 & $H]. As a resuls, it was
S o akgamd ed years after the founding of the T’ang dynasty.tha't a
almost .One hlf;‘nr: wasymade to facilitate transportation and c-:.)mmflmcauon
evonn Kuang hou and the capital. In 716 extensive engineering work
e K“:“g‘:o open a route through Ta-yii ling X B &, a natural bar-
e atvoen m d rEeKiangsi and Kwangtung provinces that made tra-ns-
e b‘i’t“"’ee“ moh esouthern coastal areas extremely difficult and expensive.
Porm“ol" frf’“;.:l eu the mountains were too narrow to allow carts to pass.
o “’:‘ dl t§ bE transported over the mountains on the backs of por-
Ands:g?r(:is o aelling of route through Ta-yi ling facilitated cargo trar:lisi:p;]:rt:;
tf"s- l'l:China Goods could now be shipped by the Pei River :
I art (;f Ling-nan region, and then transported overlandl via
™ ITml-'tl'":mtlopl(iangsi, where the Kan River ¥k IL provided convenient
. ::n%o the Yangtze, and thence to the Grand Cana.l..” . .
water: y“no direct involvement” attitude toward maritime rilade certain s
i ror ean that the T"ang court was not interested in foreign goods 211‘1l
dfd ot them. On the contrary, the imperial court and the royal family
nembe w":t ed ;1 major group of customers for imported gfoods. How-
membfz':eig‘: "gloods for their consumption were not acquir;d drrectlyfflror:I
mas indi annels: “seasonal offerings” of loc
S but'hth}:;u;gﬁh g;’elfy‘:il::);;als,” “official purchasing” (kung-shik
e (5’; -tche “annual tribute system” (ch’zo-kung B3 _ﬁ). “Seasonal
f’fe?’jl)és’?.:vere personal gifts to the emperor. They .went mt'c;‘l:he :::;E:
d became part of the emperor’s personal income. The p .
th eisel;z(];:g goods to the throne in a manner seen often as irregular an
onp i i e 760s.
'““Pmpef’.’lf o ii\etlgtilt’islgr:;(: :Zt:trr:tll ngernment to local authorities at t.he
sea . [:*rt:"“eogﬂeicgial purchasing” enabled prefectural o!ﬁcials to tra(t! tw;:)};
o hants before ordinary Chinese entered into the marke
For;Li‘e;“ ;:ids and ensured the supply of foreign goods for the court. As a
im )

i -chi HadilkEXR
3 Tang ch'eng-hsiang Ch'di-chinng Chang hsien-sheng wen-chi B K

T . . n w
(&3 c,dl‘l.) g ’If-zh:: b%ﬁﬁ-, “Sung-tai Kuang-chou te ]m.lo-m::-\'\mg£ m&n }% 5:{ f:‘?l?‘ims:
ms;chi‘u;l 5:1 in hisgChuﬂgm ching-chi-shih yen-chiu R
. : N ining imperi the end of
Hﬂ:g;sy:;f}:ufﬁﬁ‘;g%igs Eagoconduct aimed at gammhfdunpcr:: %vor. "E:ra:ft}l:r incg:uinw
ent offici i 1 prefecture turn: seas0 i
- ‘-':E'th éem:;u;l’(y?z:lcz; o}% l%a)':g:rl\dpdmsc of Chien-nan prefecture even had “daily
“monthly o

ﬂ}l—“ chi: € centr al court. See CTS 48, P 208 7.
oﬁenng
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mar.tfer of fact, “official purchasi ng” was carried out not onj
;l:: a::yt:; ;::gual and ﬁ'ontit?r marketplaces before and 3:;::; t;l'::";;;“t
S ;o or cfn.g(!)ods acquired t'hrough “official purchasing” were tranf
A pita and handed n to the Directorate of Imperial Work-
ps a0-fu chien 2 fF &), which would select se i o
the tmperit paes & asonal items for use in
purci::i:);:e:’h :/:'th the sm.ctly irregular “seasonal offerings,” and “official
purcha Cou;t ¢ I:nlnua! mbL}te system” was a well established way for the
ety court fu dr y to acc!u1re foreign merchandise. Every year each pre-
oo ot }:q ired to provide the court with a specified quantity of ccr!t)a'
ocal products. These became part of the court’s revenues Thli':

o S A annually,
e syas:::n c:i!:i mx];kr:fg 3 Among the products acquiredathyro::];z
such things as sandalwood (¢'gn-hsig i !

‘:z”z fi Ek;ablrd;og; incense (ch’iigh-she hsiang ég%.‘;))’ I;:;};(.("”“"g'
U ng ), raktacandana y : s

vl : (eu-tan 3% ), gharuwood (ch'en.

pm:ict» ﬁ;)i‘and lac (tzu-k'uang 5 @).* None of these, in fact, was (‘fl o
-+ ot the prefecture that submitted it, bur was im d ' .

€ast Asia. These products were neverthele by the Toany oo

tiers as “local” tri .
in fact _a.I mb“te_to the court. This notion may sound peculiar, b
act a vivid embodiment of sinocentrij peculiar, but was

C mentality: “barbarian” .
that came under the moral influence of ¢ , nan countries

, he Son of H
Ch - F eaven were
) mf.-se”dommated world, and therefore their local part of the
foreign” goods. products were not

3 Sec, for exam 1
) ple, Wei shu 38 B (Peking: C
798; and Po-shsh tiy-t% ihLeichi ing: hung-hua, 1974) 110, p. 2858; Sus
e o il i 3 2 KRS TR (G o1 o S S oo sl
h N . » P 92b. A record in T - A - :
o e & (Taipei 1976: hereater 7L7) 22, p. 1y suggen ot s s BN
d e origin of “officia)

practice was also adopted
See ) - . P
a dc?;;a f#w%ﬁg Kokushi waikei 2 (Tokyos: Yoshikawa kobunprn, 1ok, -05) Petiods.
ipuon of the Japanese “offici ! )
Hanawa Hokiichi HEaS official purchasing,” see “Shin gishiki” -
o —, ed. ., ) gishiki” ¥ # = |
kat::c;_!:al, 1932) 80, p. 76. » Gunshd rusjn B¥ B % 48 (Tokyo: Zoku Gunshoi]::u;;:
ang huiyao P @ B To'ug .
> -sh hi | s .
Sh‘;kcu: :" :936; h, ercafter THY) 65.8 . xu I;6.-Ch eng ch’u-pien edn. (Shanghai: Shang-wu yin-
RTLT 3, T‘;oa. 2?)“ ﬁa;ﬂ {SPTK edn.} 8, p- 1ga. Y CTS 178
TCHBMRE, Ying. .;.p. [TV 22, Pp. 122 -153; HTS 434, p. 1095, l’ﬂan—'hl:' 41:133' o
shu-kuan, 1983) & :’Cmyﬁan-ko .Su-k'u ch'ilan-shu edn. (Taipei: Tai chiin-hsien C{!Ih
countries, soe Ya:ﬁ; dPa ;;,( . For a uz_if%:l;i study of the rading of inr;..:ns::-I oy Slm;g:,u Yin-
. C entarg X : Atnan, t Asian
(Tokyo: Chas koron bijutsu shuppan, 1976). &, T karys shi kenkyn B 35 B HiRe

14

T'ANGC MARITIME TRADE

Tang administrative regulations specify in detail the origins of “local
goods” to be presented to the capital.® They list the “circuits” {tao 58) and
prefectures responsible for presenting certain “local goods” to the court.*
These “local goods” were then transported to the capital together with the
genuine Chinese local products. In the case of products from Kuei-chou &
# and Kuang-chou, the prefectural authorities only shipped them to
Yang-chou, from where transport units (ch'ai-kang pu # ¥ #) would be
organized by the Yang-chou authorities to transport them on to the capi-
tal** Foreign goods were stored at the Right Storehouse Office (Yu-tsang
shu 7 # ), which was subordinate to the Court of Imperial Revenues
(Tai-fu ssu AR <F).2

T'ang court audiences, ceremonies for worshiping the imperial ances-
tors,® and the lavish granting of gifts to loyal officials, foreign rulers, and
their envoys consumed quite large amounts of these foreign goods.” They
were also an essential of the luxurious lifestyle of the royal family members.®
To meet those very considerable needs, exotic goods acquired through the
channels of “seasonal offerings” and the “annual tribute system” might some-
times be insufficient, and this necessitated the practice of “official purchasing.”

T'ANG ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN TRADE:
WHO WAS IN CHARGE?

The “no direct involvement” attitude adopted by the T"ang court to-
wards foreign trade activities in Kuang-chou naturally left the adminis-
tration of maritime trade in the hands of the chief administrative official in
Kuang-chou. This is seen in an edict of 661 entitled “Edict concerning the
Confirmation of Precedents for Trading with Barbarian Ships” (“Ting i-po
shih-wu li ch’ih” & % % 77 %) 81 #0).“ During early T'ang times, “&” #
were collections of earlier events and decisions used as reference by officials
in performing their daily duties and making judgments. Since “i” were not

% TLT 3, p. 10a; 20, p. 11b; 22, pp. 113, ¥2a~-I53; HTS 43A, p. 1095,
# For example, the Kuan-nei B P circuit was responsible for handling tribute from the

Tibetans and the Turks, and the Honan 1 B circuit was for Silla and fapan. See TLT 3, p-

b.

’ 41 Denis Twitchett, “The Fragment of the T'ang Ordinances of the Department of Water-
ways Discovered at Tun-huang,” AM ns 6.1 (x958), p. 56. In 742, when Wei Chien R was
named water and land transport commissioner, he organized the digging of the Kuang-yin
t'an JE M pool in Ch’ang-an. After the pool was completed, boats with tributary goods on
board from various prefectures could sail directly to the capital. See CTS 105, p. 3222

2 TLT 20, p. 11b. S TLT 22, pp- 12a-15a. # HTS 46, p. 1103

® TLT 20, p. 10b.

 Tang-wen shih-i i 338 M (Taipei: Ta-hua shuchl, 1987) 1, p- 4662.

T
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T'ang court couid acquire the foreign 80ods it wanted, there was
no need for such a permanent con trol system, , )
In the Tang sources, the chief admini i
; ‘ S, ministrative official in Kuang- i
(mentloned by various titles at different times: “arez commandcrginc}c!:}‘:’f
° ’ -in-chie
Ctmng—lman ﬂ;’g), governor general” (u-tu ¥ 4g) < “governor of Nan_haj
o:inmandery (Nan-hai tai-shou B ¥g % 5F),® “prefect” (tz'u-shik i-);:
and “military and civil governor of Li - kuan ,

' Ng-Ran”™ (Ling-nan chigh sy -ch'
shik ﬂﬁ's‘!ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ)." These changes in title res o
‘Tang administrative syste
;l;;ang territory in 622, the governing body for ¢

~uang-chou area command” (Kuang-choy tsung-kuan fu ﬁ}ﬂﬂﬁ}ﬁ)

: 2 $ its head. Soon in 6 i
tle was changed to 8rand governor general” (ig -y A R ’g)":vh:? t}lllls
. n the

Pparently

ult from changes in the

did not last Iong, in
From the early eighth

738, and given the Jjurisdiction i
f!:'efe(g;ﬁ (fu FF): Kuang-chou, Kuei.choy ®’MN Yung c:voe: g‘;{;“pe"or
. ’ - » =
thMuthe “p[,‘eaf:i AJ;-Knan Ea The Chinese primary sources also in;:iuc:;ge

of Kuang-chou” oftep concurrendy hel i
L ”» . d ) i

and ;;v:ll BOVernor” {chieh-tu kuan-ch'a-shin 45 g I ﬁyfﬁj of Eigtlit;n[:’llllmry
e, [th eoughfthe Chinese Primary sources mention him under thes; varied
» 1€ pretect of Kuang-chou was the indisputable figure in charge of the

47
CTS 89, p. 2897; 1874, p. 4873; HTS ¢ 16, p. g223; TCTC 203

 CTS 98, p. 3070; HT 136, P- 6420
s0 ’ ' s P- 4418. “CTS 131, p. 26ar. -
CTS 152, p. 4970; 162, p, 4246; 163, p. 4260; anda m; 6.55232, ;6:;[;4246; 163, p. 425

51 SCE Tung N ﬁ& Shh ;
hua, 1g84; hereafier TI‘)' g edn. (Shanghai; Shang-wy 1935; Pekino-
Yian-ho chtin-hsien chop st o0 L11Y 68, p. 1196, > 1935; rpt. Peking: Chung-
::CTSWMM*"’ ien chik 35, pp. 2b-34 *P- 1196, CTS 38, p, 1384 g

) 100, p, 3217; 131, p. 3635. : R . .
kung chi TN (SPTK edn.) 11, p. 9534;-p 4998 162, p. 4246; 165, p. 4259; and L Wen.
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administration of foreign trade. This power allowed him access to foreign
valuables and, with a few exceptions, also gave him extensive opportunities

for corruption ™
The T'ang court itself, however, was largely to blame for the corruption

of these prefects since the T"ang bureaucratic system provided them with 2
salary too meager to maintain a decent life style.® To support themselves
and their families, many officials not only in Kuang-chou, but throughout
the empire, were engaged in such businesses as running hotels, warehouses,
and shops.® On the other hand, the same system left the prefectural and
county authorities alone to raise the money and goods necessary for their
own expenditures.” Official trading thus became a necessary means of fund
raising for local authorities.® That the personal well-being of local officials
and the revenue for their local government depended to a certain extent on
trade obviously made it quite difficult for them to maintain strict honesty
when administering overseas trade. Realizing this situation, the court often
turned a blind eye to the corrupt behavior of these officials;* besides, the
distance between Ch’ang-an R % and Kuang-chou made it impractical for
the court frequently to send surveillance commissioners to discipline local
officials, and made it impossible for every complaint against them to reach

the central court.
Corruption, however, brought not only personal wealth but also trage-

# Apparently, from 618 to the middle of the cighth century only four prefects of Kuang-
chou, Sung Ching R B, P'ei Chou-hsien 38 {1 5, Li Ch'ac-yin 2 ¥ B, and Lu Huan é
B could faithfully carry out their duties; see CTS 98, p. go7o, and HTS 126, p. 4418.
Examples of corruption are numerous in the T'ang sources; e.g., Hsti Hao #R ¥, in 7CTC
224, p. 7214; Yiian Tsai JCHE, in HTS 145, p- 4717; CTS 118, p. 8414; Cheng Ch’tan WA,
in CTS 162, p. 4246; Ts'e-fu yllan-kuei i3 K 7. 8 (Peking: Chung-hua, 196g; hereafter TFYK)
455, - 5395; Hu Cheng H3E, in CTS 163, p. 4260; HTS 164, p. 5048; Wang Mao-yiian F.
KT, in CTS 152, p. 4070; and Tang fen-hung M1 34, in TFYK 455, . 5304-

3 CTS 119, p. 3445, and TFYK 484, p. 5787.

% THY 86, p. 1582; HTS 170, p. 5168; and CTS 151, p. 4060. Imperial edicts were re-
peatedly issued, forbidding officials and their family members to do business; CTS 9, p. 213,

57 For a detailed discussion of the sources of revenue for local government, see Denis
Twitchett, “Local Financial Administration in Early T'ang Times,” AM ns 15 (rgbg), pp.
98-114.

* They sold the goods collected as taxes, or sometimes even the military supplies; they
also dispatched officials to trade directly with foreigners. See CTS 64, p. 2431; THY 86, p.
1582; TT 11, p. 63; and Ch'an-chou fu-chih R M Ff & (ca. 1763; facs. rpt of 1870 edn.
Tainan: Teng-wen yin-shua-chii, 1964) 40, p. 3a.

% Even T'ang T ai-tsung, the emperor praised by scholars as the “model ruler,” showed
his sympathy towards corrupt officials. Tang Jen-hung, the “Kuang-chou arca commander-
in-chief” 640 -642, was sentenced to death for taking surrendered tribal people as his slaves,
levying exorbitant taxes, and corruption. It is said that when he left the post in Kuang-chou
and returned to the capital, his personal belongings filled as many as scventy ships. He was,
however, pardoned by T'ang T ai-tsung, and was only degraded to a commoner status, See

TFYK 455, p- 5394
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dy to some of the prefects of Kuang-chou. In 684 Lu Yian-jui B 50 #% was
killed by a foreign merchant. A timid man, Lu is said to have been unable to
discipline his subordinates, who had repeatedly extorted goods from foreign
traders. Troubled by such misdeeds, a foreign merchant lodged a complaint
with Lu against his subordinates. But the complaint got nowhere. Lu had the
complainant yoked, and intended to imprison him as a punishment. This
angered other foreign merchants, Hiding a sword in his sleeve, one of them
went directly to Lu’s office, and killed Lu and more than ten of his staff.%
One version of the story even blames this tragedy directly on Lu, suggesting
that he himself was also involved in extorton.” An even worse incident
occurred in 758 when allied forces of Arabs (Ta-shih X ) and Persians
(Po-ssu BEHFT) attacked Kuang-chou city. Prefect Wei Li-chien 22 [ R aban-
doned the city and fled.®® The Tang primary sources do not give further
information about this event, However, since contacts between China, Per-
sia, and the Arabs in Kuang-chou usually took the form of trading activities
between local Chinese officials and merchants fro
not unlikely that this event was also relate
of the corruption of Kuang-chou officials.

m these countries, it seems
d with trading disputes arising out

Not all the governors of Kuang-chou were corrupt. Under the Empress
Wu (r. 684-704), to curb the wide spread of corru ption the court appointed
Wang Fang-ch'ing E 77 B area commander of Kuang-chou. His honesty in
performing official duties won himn fame as the best commander who had
ever held the post, and his service was also honored by an tmperial edict of
citation.® Wang Fang-ch’ing was a rare example of selflessness in stark con-
trast with the greed of his colleagues and predecessors, whose nsatiable
greed is nevertheless vevealing as evidence that as late as the carly eighth
century, the administration of foreign trade was still in the hands of the
prefectural officials.

The prefect of Kuang-chou possessed both administrative and Judicial
power over foreign merchants. When foreign ships arrived in Kuang-chou

and anchored in the POrt, a tax based on the weight of the cargo was col-

lected. The weight was determined primitively based on the length of the

ship; and the tax is therefore similar to the modern tonnage dues. In Chi-
nese sources, it is referred to as hsia-ting shui T BE ¥ « Chinese officials

“ TCTC 203, p. 6420. 1 HTS 116, p. 4223, %2 LTS 10, p. 253.

* Po-K'ung lu-tich B FL 7Y # (Taipei: Hsin-hsing shu-chi, 1g6g) 83,
2897; HTS 116, p. 4223; and Wu Hou i |5 , “Pao Kuang-chou tu-tu Wang Fang-ch’ing
chih” mmm%ﬁz T RH, in Chtan Tang wen 2 B 3T (Taipei: Ta-hua shu-chi, 1987;
hercafier CTW) g5, p. 435,

“ HTS 163, p. 5009; Wen-tsung X 5%, “Tai-ho pa-nien chi-yi te-yin” X ] NEZRE
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p. 118g; CTS$ 8g, p.
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i f the chieftain of the local
“"O“_ld P th'e goo:-sc::nzo ;dﬁ‘;,l t:htt:“;)r:tl)gb(;y acted as inter].)reter a.nd
o een. & ban t with a fine-sounding name: “feast for mspe‘c‘tmﬁ
. bt"q‘_l_e huo yen B0 # L) was held at the “banquet.pa\rdlon
[impo_.rt e.‘-i ] g;d% g';g‘}:“duri,:; which foreign merchants would display the
o "Jt;zf among th'eir cargoes to Chinese officials. _Thi; also offered the
finest lt Chinese officials a good opportunity ff)r ixtomon ) 75 was con
r.orr;l:;rin the early T'ang, “official purchasing” (shou-shih : ) i
ted i Edesi nated marketplace (shih-ch’i 17 J) as soon as orelg“ ships
d“‘f o ; chou.® An edict of 661 details the procedure for “o ci
e fn li“;"‘f‘ ea'r in the fourth month the Directora?e of Imperial
&lr:::::)n:s' Wouldr);eynd the southern coastal prefecturt:) cef'tainsﬁ?;):l: ::all)l;
. i i i ts. “Barbarian
“s"'d ” ‘?api@ fore[radrl:;gd::}i:gfot:;g:l(Tu:::rlla:eason, which started around
et Ch"ll'leingo continued to the early ninth. The period of ten .day:
r th mmi( | of a foreign ship was reserved for “official p.urchasmg',
:lﬁcr ;hfvhailc:v;me commoners were prohibited from trading with the ship
urin
- “offici ing” rformed in accordance with
o Ta“gm?/::icl;; f:;ci‘oa:::g” I:a:hzeninth century change_s were
e P"ecedf"“t :::lt)ice Under the new system, ship owners were required to
:aa:: it: ::; I:hlzir carg'oes to the Chinese authorities, wh(') wouhld_ chga;‘f;stl::n;
’ for moving their
; trmsponaﬁ::r:;::::’?lhip:;t‘::arfif would be stored for several
;gr(:::irthnsmue;til the last ship arrived in Kuang-chou at the enc:- 0[-:]: l;:):;sooi:
i i tly aimed at pricing forei '
Se:ic:‘rcli;:|;I¢;:1ivil:l:atcl:::csu::;ya::?; l:::lmind of the year, thus preventing their
ac

: ipei: u ) 19,
=H W 7 47 Ta ta chao“‘t’ﬂg cht 7t i% % { Iiupc: Hua-wen shu-chu, l968 Q
p 134; Wen- F‘WI n }'“g -hue xﬁ%ﬁ u Cklﬂg- Chun%-hua, 1966) 441, P- 2231} and Ma Ch'i-
, E‘ ﬂ ed., H (¥ ang- wen-cht C’iiM-C’iﬂ g $ ( Igllal: u 1,
ch ang E ’ ., fHan h i n-chat I * 1§ i£ Shan Ku-chi

24 ’ lan
% Cha . Chi m g Suﬂg Chcng shang-shu fu Kuang-chou ﬁ’ﬂ 1% I &ﬁ d” Ck
n; '

I ‘ . o‘ - . . .

Tel::g 51“: 325. P ;ggg; and Ma, Han Ch'ang-lt wen-chi chiao-chu T.S 5?: sb, » Ching:
HT ;m'?: cp};im-kuo tiping shu K T 80 & EAIR t (SPTK hn. 33, P JSab, a Chise:

y:astyrun- L that contains records about earlier dynasties. Althoug] modemds T e e
: t::r Ku Yen-wu B #5 i, the author, had solid bascs, these recor
believe that Ku - .
with caution.

h . ih-1 1, p. 4662.
: ﬂ;“;;’;'ﬁ%f- “Ting i-po shib-wu 1i” J2 S A 17 ) B, Tang-uen shih-i 1, p. 4

L X, 4T 1 in” E ¥, Wen-yiian
Wen-ﬂsuug 7~ ai-ho pa-nien chi-y( te-yin X ﬁ] ):\ % F ﬂ
ying-hua p- 22371; CTW 75, p. 347 and T'ang ta-chao-ling chi 10, p. 13

- 441, p- 2231; I
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prices from shooting up. To comply with this practice, foreign merchants
had to stay in Kuang-chou and postpone conducting their business, and

necessities during their stay.”

When the monsoon season was OVer, cargoes would be returned to their
owners after thirty percent of them had been withheld as a tax.” Aspecial tax
was also imposed according to the amount of each foreign merchant’s goods
and was used for providing security for his cargo.” Officials would then
Proceed to conduct “official purchasing.” Although it was not a total govern-
ment monopoly on all foreign goods, during purchasing the local govern-
ment sometimes did exercise a monopoly on certain rare foreign items.

Such a monopoly is referred to as “chin” 2%, an abbreviation for “chin-ch’iien”
R
In the Tang primary sources, the prefect of Kuang-chou was often
mentioned as the person in charge of the administration of overseas trade,
In practice, however, the day-to-day administrative business of seaborne
trade was almost certainly handled by his subordinates: the market director
(shih-ling TH 4¥), the director of granaries (ssu-ts'ang ts'an-chiin-shin iy &
&), and the administrators (s’an-chiin-shi 2 5 3 With the help of

" Chang Cho 38 ®. “Po-ssu K'un-lun eng po-tao ni kei shih-liao" b4 w58 S E ]
ﬁﬁﬁ, CTW 172, P 784.
™ Fujita Toyohachi B B 3 /\, “Sodai no Shihakushi oyobi shihaku jorei* 5 ££ ¢ ik
TER O A HEBY, in Tkeuch, Hiroshi 18 A &, cd., Toser koshdshi no kenkyit P8 32 ¥ s
DR (T okyo: Okashoin, 1932), p. 293. His argument is based on an eye-witness account
of the Chinese maritime trade administration written by Suleiman, an Arabian merchant who
traveled to China in the Jate T'ang and completed his travel notes in about 85;. They were
translated into French in 1718 by Abbé Eusehius Renaudot, but later [ose, In 1764 a scholar
named Deguignes discovered Renaudot's draft in the French Royal Library. But he felt that j;
Was not a translation of actual trave] notes, but a work written by Renaudot himself, In 1845
after a carefui study of the 1718 translation, M. Reinaud published his own French version of
Suleiman’s trave! nopes: “Relation des Voyages faits par les Arabes ot les Persans dans L'Inde
et la Chine”; trans. Lin Pan-nung B4 M and Liv Hsiao-hu; B1/1\ 1, Su Lai.man tung-yu chi
RS HER {Shanghai: Shang-wu, rgq7); abridged trans. in Chang Hsing-lang 2% 1B {31,
Chung-Hsi chino-t'ung shi-liao hui-pien th 7 RBLEHRE (1950; rev. Tpt. Peking: Chung-
hua, 1g77), vol. 2. An English introduction to Reinaud is in George Fadlo Houraui, Areb
Seafaring in the Indian Ocean in Anciens ang Early Medicval : Pri P,
I951; rpt. New Yark: Octagon Books, 1975), p. 72.
7 Chang, Chung-Hsi chiao-t'ung shik-tiap hui-pien, vol. 2 p- 201;
72.
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two assistants (shik ch'eng T ZK) and about f.ourteen non-rar.lking sul?o:-;jiil;
nate staff, the market director performed a wld.e range of duties to' rr:la;nand
der in the market place: for example, the mspcct.lon ?f all T‘\Felg
o d in the market, the prevention of unfair price fixing, and the
mcas?l;e:cl:si)f foreigners.™ Foreign trade administration also involved th;:
sd‘il:::to: of granaries, an official of the mir_xor-sevc?mh rank,kl.owetr‘ fr:::’if
who had two assistants (tse $E) and five scribes (shzi: %) wor u:lg Zﬂe m
he served, however, in an upper-grade prefecture. A]thouglf is ; ;-r
sound as if he only took care of government warehouses, the director c:i oirzf
naries’ role in foreign trade administx:ation was n.ot t’l.xe mel;re prese;v:es 2 of
exotic goods acquired through “oﬂ?mlal .purchas:‘ng. As the p:rts::e s :.)c o
sible for the active financial admimstram.m. of fus prefe'cture, e divector
must have played a larger role in .adzmmster{ng”forelg;htra c,e“ ce the
exotic goods acquired through “official purchasing v‘vou! ec:m}tergcemm
ment valuables” (kung-chia chen-pao 23 2 M) at his disposal a o corain
items were withheld as tribute designated for l'he ccntra!‘ court. pne ihe
profits from selling them at higher prices constituted an important p
revenue. .
o $;£e:;u;?;istratom were junior officials of the nintl.l 1‘~ank, ::o dltr;(;t‘z
served the prefect.® As “probationary” officials, the ad‘mm:ster; i hnzdle ve
any specific official duties. But sometimes the)f were dispatche tf) :for Ny
to inspect matters that required special a'uenuorf, such as rc'.-1:13;‘::1:;»;:l or the
prefect’s guests,” Therefore it seems quite possible that the adr

7 THY 86, p. 1583. For a detailed discussion of the duties of the market director, see Denis
itchett, : Market System,” AM ns 12 (1966), pp. 211 -13. -
Twa,l. If he Ewgf:i maiddle-gmde or lower-grade prcfcc_ture, he wmllsld l'l.oldltﬂie8 major:
ighth rank and the minor-eighth rank, lower grade, respectd vFly. See ? 44, ,-l:ﬂ sgcn,.,d .
CIS’# Thr: number of scribes would be reduced to three, if a director of grana
i fecture. HTS 498, p. 1312. .
o+, g Ort:g:r:.if:‘::epl:imi::uadon of lands and households under tne I'm:t;
n.h!alm,i- nm(ku chieh 73 MR), the inspection of all weights and measures, 'thc codecuoand
o and ufo rt:mxng id by tenant farmers, the supervision of markets, official gar ,Zml:iang
dinin &ci(l)itics all F:ll into the range of his duties. TLT 30, - 153; HTS .1,9?;‘1 P tx'ig,n . liaeg
dmisﬂ detailed the director's duties in his “Honan fu ’ang-ts’ac t:san-c. u:;: f‘ ”;‘:a o
Su HRNRAYESEMEE, CTW 519, p. 2367. See also Df'““ TWPI eu;) el
A tion under the Tang Dynasty, 2d edn. (Cambridge: Cambrid 1& 3570 P 105
H ?, ” CF /) n
A Keng-wan lﬂa,"’l‘ang-ﬂiﬁx-choulmo-mkao £ B ) i3 , in e ng:
stym-chmng' ts'ug kao E B HREEE (Hong Kong: Hsin-Ya yen-chiu-so, ;3698), p- zzs 7
shd:' CTS 152 pr.‘iogx. They are also referred w as “kuan-wu” 'E':b Seefcfwr; I;a}-:i r.,u.-;'ﬂ,c
% Their m;mbcrs vary in different prefectures. The upper-grade P;:.c e
iddle-grade prefectures three, and the lower-grade prefectures t\:% i fuf}’. o;, T
™ TkT:g 189; CTS 42, p. 1811; HTS 498, p. 1314; and Yen, “T'ang i fu-chon,” p. 158,
i P;'ade prefectures were staffed with four administrators, . e middle-gr
;‘rh:fecuuﬁf;htiree, and the lower-grade prefectures one. See CTS 44, p. 1918.
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The arrival of foreign ships in Kuang-chou turned the city into 2 trad-
ing place filled with noise and excitement.™
local authorities requested that the chieftain of the foreign community in
Kuang-chou instruct and discipline foreigners living in his community.* [p
Kuang-chouy, foreigners’ residences used to be mingled with those of the
Chinese. After 836 a specific area was assigned in which foreigners had to

To maintain public security, the

chants and 1o avoid the possible disputes between them® Later, this area

was referred to as the “foreigners’ ward” (fan-fang T 55),* which is said to
have been located in the west part of modern Kuang-

" streer

chou, near “Kuang-ta

*2 Ming sources ako show administrators’ participation in maritime trade; sce Ch'en Mac.
jen B i ChYian-nan isa-chip RER A Pao-yl:n-t'ang mi-chi edp. (Taipei, 1965} A, p.
12a. It describes in detail dthe staffing of the government in Chan-chou § M, another
important scaport during che Tang dynasty. Because of its importance as a seaport, Ch'iian-
* Chou Hstinch'u 8 8 ], eq., Tang yiidin chiso-cheng BB IE (Pekin
hua, 1987} 8, p. 728. Li Chao % » Tang kuo-shih pu. [3F 6 5 ¥ S
P. 63. Here X BYf & 58 4 L2 18- me is tmistranslated as “When (the laden Nan-hai
ships) arrive, 2 TEPOIt is sent to the court and Announcements are made in al] the cities,” in
Wang Gungwu, “The Nanhai Trade,” Joumat of the Maiayan Branch of the Royal Asintic Saciety
31.2 (1959}, p. ror. Chou Hsiin-ch'u’s annotation, » PoInts out that the term E®is
a mistake for §% B¥, which is used as a parallel to T4 . ¢ seems unlikely that the Kuang-
chou authorities should report the arrival of foreign ships and announce it in all the citjes,

M Sung kao-seng chuan SEO% 1%, Ssu-k'y ch’Gan-shu chen-pen ser. 7 (Taipei, 1977) 1, p.
10a.

% Sec CTS 182, P-5367; HTS 177, p. 4592.

» Tien-hsia chiin-kuo i-ping shu (SPTK edn.) 1g, P- 104a.

*# Liang Chia-pin ¥ B, Kuang-tung shik-san-hang kno B¢ B+=fF * (Shanghai:
Shang-wu tai kuo-ti pien-i-kuan, 1937), p.15. Lo Hsiang-tin 5§ & $& suggests that the “fan-
fang” was a walled area in which foreigners were allowed to wear their costumes and o prac-
tice their own custorns, see his Chung-kuo rung-shik th B F s (Taipei: Cheng-chung shu-
chit, 1g54), vol. 1, P- 243. The torm “Kuang-t'a” literally means the “lighting tower.” It had a
wind vane in the shape of a cack. Every year in the fifeh and sixth months, when the wind was

g: Chung-
hanghai: Ku-chi, 1957) C,

tries. See a Sung work by Fang Hsin-ju % 1R I®, Nan-has paiyung MW E K, Lin-

shih ts'ung-shu edn. (Taipei, 1967), pp. roa-b; also Ch'on Ch’ih-shih fjl,flt'E', Yang-ch’mg
ku-choo S8 (1806 edn.) 3, pp. 36b-37a.

* Tang kuo-shik pu C, p. 65

22

T'ANG MARITIME TRADE

ttled in accordance with Chinese law
\ cll;i::itl;la::l i?::l,vzgepztsszt:sm:::eb;os; the same country. In such a case, the
un “
o e 'lawis(;l';:t*;:: :;'::f: )l/(:::;c-lc;}:)zl};overnment also extended to m_a:
Tl:e J:lirto the handling of the belongings of foreign merchants. wt‘lo dl:
- Cni s lations governed the identification of legal beneﬁc:am—?s of a
P Reg_“ . merciam, the terms by which they could make cl:jm‘ns to
e fo':e'g“ nd related procedures. These beneficiaries were originally
et belong":mgs'“(aiirect relatives,” that is wives and sons, of a deceased mer-
cznﬁtn fvi;o»:e:e either in China or in their home country upon the death of
chan
e mercmm:d' t was promulgated to demonstrate the benevolence f)f the
h;'?f:a::n t(::aards gae “barbarians.” It broadened the interpretation of
e “direct relatives” to include the parents, wives, sons, !Jmtherrs. :‘m
o t‘?"m i nd daughters, and nephews who accompanied a foreign
e o 'a * In 834 another edict was drafted that excluded brotl?-
e e Chlga-forei n merchant from his legal beneficiaries. Also, his
-~ i dec?ati‘:'s woul§ receive only one third of his belongings. But the
ur{n{arnedfs; enue memorialized, suggesting that the bro.thers of_a de-
Cemsed tor en erchant should also be entitled to his belongmgs.. Claims to
c;asedezf-(c)::E:sn;smte would be honored if they were mzln-ldelb.y his zz:;n:;
e i ver, no such claims w
Wi‘tes" dhey °rr:"n’::::1§‘; t;jrac:ﬁ:::r:;ldﬂ:;:hews who had never lived with
v:l“inl:‘r[r:ail:eor by his married daughters who based their clahlms ::; f::-ia;;
iy i hildren. Moreover, the u
C'w “ee? t::: n[:;:l:lapnpto:u;) iutsh Z:irv:sw:hco were childless should receive only
sisters o : and |
. thirlef hllsbl::::f[i]g:le; of a deceased foreign merchant had to mall:e
theit-'[:;:ir:f ?n person to the Kuang-chou governmenthwn]:neg;&:nl:l:o;; :
is death. In the early ninth century, howevc‘:r, the thr h tme
;ﬁe: I\:::s abolished by the military governor of Ling-nan. lHe arégut; dtead
nc i ime, any claims to
since a sea journey to China took such a ::lngwt:lec e e
:lcrfih::;:n;ez::ltlf:::?:;n;:)nzlca;:;i ::l::e zhe?r identities as the legal benefi-
ate

”
ciaries of the merchant.

i ing: Chung-hua, 1983) 6, p. 133.
il shu-i (B EE T 3 (Pck?ng C ung
: K‘;‘;“mgl 35009; Ma, Han Ch'ang-li wen-chi chiaochy 7, p. 53 1. ) 12, p. 100,
n¥ I: % Sung hsing-t'ung K| # (Peking: Chung-hua, 1984) 12, p.
ou ,

hsing-t'ung 12, p. 199. . o .
: z‘;“lS’ fgg"gp 50049; Ed Ma, Han Ch'ang-i wen-chi chigo-chu 7, p. 531
' P

-
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The common practice for handling the belongings of 2 deceased foreign
merchant was first to preserve them at the loca] government. If no claims
were made within the term of validity, the belongings would be confiscat.

merchant if his legal beneficiaries were not in China upon his death, and not
to make any efforts to contact and inform the merchant’s relatives in his
home country, At the suggestion of the Ministry of Revenue, however, the
edict seems to have been amended before it was issued to local officials. Now
the local authorities would bury a deceased foreign merchant and have a
gravestone established for him, if none of his relatives was present upon his
death. In that case, part of the merchant’s estate would be used as payment
for the expenses.® A document for interoffice communication (tigh M) was
then sent to the home country of the dead merchant, requesting the local

authorities, who kept the merchane's household registration, to seek out his
relatives,*

M HTS 163, p. 5009; and Ma, Han CR'ang-ti wen-chi chigo-chy 7. p- 531.
% Tou, Sung hsing-t'ung 19, P- 199. The Tang court was more generous in jts paying for

and by the Sung court (960 - 1279). See Tou, Sung Asing-t'ung 12, p. 200; Sung hui-ya0 chi-kao
REAE [ (Peking: Chung-hua, 1957) 886, pp. 3:;6g7, 3?68; a:d Lou Yt,l!fh ﬂ):, Kung
Kuei chi BT 154 . (SPTK edn.) 35, PP- 4a-b.

% Tou, Sung hsing-t'ung 1a, P- 199 Trying to reach the relatjves of a foreign merchant
upon his death in China could be problematic. The Tang sources, however, indicate that
foreign merchants had their own means of sending messages home: the homing pigeon.
They kept them on board ships, which if sunk in a storm, would not stop the pigeons, See
Tang kuo-shih pu C, P- 63; see also a report by Cheng Fu-li MR, assisran: minister of the
Court of Judicial Review (Ta-li ssu A 3 %), in Tuan Ch'eng-shih BY K& K, Yuyang tsatsu
WA (SPTK edn.) 16, p. 5a. Homing pigeons were atso used by the Chinese as 2 means
of communication. Chang Chiu-ling T8 A 8 is said 10 have kept dozens of such pigeons
when he was young, referring to them as “flying pets” (fei-nu FE). See Wang Jen.yg I {=
#, “K'ai-yian Tien-pac i-shih” 58 5T X ¢ &t ; in Ting Ju-ming T 4] 85, ed., K'ai-piian
Tienpa i-shih shih-chung B 72 K 3 3@ | 18 (Shanghai: Ku-chi, 1985) A, p. 69.
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THE ROLE OF SHIH-PO SHAIH IN FOREIGN
TRADE ADMINISTRATION

The first appearance of the official title shih-po shik ?ﬁ'ﬂﬁ{ﬁ ﬂls r::::dt;:
in 714. We learn that Chou Ch’ing-li E . J7A was gi'a:tcd tl:: ti Th v;rs n the
court sent him on an official trip to Ln_lg-nan circuit, Base: onmﬂl :us o
ars have asserted that starting in the eighth cent:ry the s}uh-f:]) -
sponsible for the administration of foreign trade. The'y ilave :.0 ;;ggcom.
that the title be translated as “maritime t_rade commissioner. L is om-
missioner is described as having been similar to our moder:n c l;e’ cus s
officer, or to the head of the Port Office,' who eimgag;es hl_mse mh;n:;s -
ting foreign goods, levying import taxes,_conducung (-)fﬁc?;h]?u“:o: Smgn,e
and preventing certain goods from leaving and entering 1;3. Some
have even suggested that a special govermment office, the Bure

Maritime Trade (Shih-po ssu T§i #2 )), had been established, giving the im-
r:::ssion that the T'ang dynasty witnessed a transfer of administrative power
P

: o
over foreign trade from the Kuang-chou prefect to the shih-po shih.

. Y 62, p. 1078; and HTS 112, p. 4176. )
. TF!,K s l:ms Ei;‘a-ls, :‘c’:mlly Erst raised by Sung scholars. See, for l:.xainplc, Paol-::h tr:E
. Thls :;:C ;‘! B 7&, Sung-Yian ti-fang-chih s'ung-shu edn. (T: aipe::‘Chung- o:;czwr
S:"i'nmyneiihiu hui, 1978) 6, p. 1a. Hu San-hsing # = 4 (1230-1302), a Yilan ann ,
chu = 3 h |
i tion; see TCTC 223, p- 7157- ) ) . ) ‘
ahs'fgcl::wg; dc‘:;::;el;, c,Cnlmrl::s O. Hucker, A Dictionary of Official Titles in Imperial China
(Stanford: Stanford U.P., 1985), s.v. shih-po shik.
“ hai Trade,” p. ro1. . . . .
i: xm'lg':aiNénﬁ l"Shih-lu: Han-T ang shih-ch'i hai-wai mao-i te chi-ko wen-t'i aﬁ,ﬁ‘;iu
f is shih-ch'l t& kuo-chi mao-i" =, Lt
g A s - Wada Hisanori 1 H A #&, “Todai ni okeru
igo-hstich Rﬁ#z(xgsﬂ,p.‘:;and . , “Toda e
Zﬁ'&iﬁifm» BERuBUFATHEDOANR, in Wada hak::'hslkohhmu oyds
ronso i1 EE 1 o & 20 3 SR ¥ S B (Tokyo: Kodensha, 1960), p. éi‘ﬁﬁilﬁ _—
192 Wang Kuan<ho E R {&, “Tang-ai shih-po ssu chien-ti ch u-t“an SRSt
nE- Hi’-chiao shih yen-chiu 4 {19082), p. 1o1; Lin Mgkita% mlj{;n- a Hm'_cgm'm .
shih-po chi-kou wen-t'i te Uan-tao W 1 B Afihim ey "Tad.ai’Ryonan a0 s
chiu 4 (1982), pp. 92 -99; and Tsukiyamajisabur:) w =, AL
th“kﬂiboeki RAMDAELHRN B, Kmm'ﬂgg:sedonzmdmflamrmord
k&ﬁ% 1 (1971), pp- 30—3I. Their arglirticnt, ho%ﬂ‘;'ri;m TS i o) s
found in a Ch'ing work, Tien-hsia chiln-kuo i:-pm‘g‘shu b]ishadrilnxs‘is, 38 P
;;) which suggests that the bureau for maritime trade was esuiin o i ey kel
SKuv:rabara Jitsuzs pointed out, judgfe:‘i b); its m;;:o;l:fz;:.: mrdmde o Ifﬂue&tlg the Stog 3 /
i i tablishment of the bureau fo . . yna:y’
S dmml:rzrj(i,t:uz R W&, Ho Juka no fiseki T 26 BT U);R”(Tokyo&jw?rn;zu ihx‘:,t:j
vy Hu San-hsing also suggested that the bureau for roaritime trade a e gf .
: 94’[§l'np ch TCTC 253, p. 8215. However, this may have simply been a m;:oopyl',fm thm
:u Iis) 'E‘L a familiar title in his era, for skik-po shth TH #{E; see TCTC 223, p. ,

he uses shik-po shih.
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‘ However, the T'ang shih-po shih in the carly eighth century was not
lfwolved directly in the administration of seaborne trade. He was 2 commis-
sioner dispatched to seaports in south China to acquire exotic goods for the
court; and clarification of the actual meaning of skih-po shir will help make
this point. In Chinese, the term “shix T.” when used as a verb, means “to
trade” or “to purchase.” And the word “po #” is used in reference to big
oceanic ships, which were different from those fit only for shallow coastal
wz.ttcr. The expression “shihi-po™ thus implies that the activities of the shih-po

sioner for tradin g with foreign ships.”
Sending envoys to buy goods for the court was not at all new during the

purchasing” had been employed as a regnlar means to acquire goods to be
fonsumed by the court and the imperial family."* Examined in the light of
!JalaceA purchasing,” the activity of the “commissioner for trading with for-
€ign ships” was apparently its extension from metropolitan marketplaces to
‘markets for imported goods in coastal areas. Whereas “palace purchasing”
If‘l.the capital was trequently conducted for the acquisition of everyday necegs-
sities, the early-T'ang “commissioner for trading with foreign ships” was
only dispatched occasionally and he only bought foreign goods to be useq
f0‘r s.pecial purposes or on special occasions. For example, Chou Ch'ing-li’s
mission in 714 to Ling-nan circuit was perhaps related to the preparation
for‘a cou.rt ceremony held in the twelfth month of the same year, durin
which princedoms were granted to Emperor Hsiian-tsung’s thr::c sonsg-
'Ssu-chen W & Ssu-ch’y M 9], and Ssu-hstian B 3.4 This was an even;

109 Fui i g
o Hu; lin F-ch'ieh-ching yin-i 3 Bk — 4 B ¥ % Haishan hsien-kuan 1s’ung.shu edn
pei: I-wen yin-shu-kuan, 1967) 61, P- 2a. Hsiian.ying I-chieh-ching yin-i 3 1 — 4 ﬁﬁ"
;:l:;;;mnﬁ hsien-kaan I:J}:'ul'lg-shu edn, (Taipe;, 1967) 1, p. roa; 47 p- Ir1a
! > 49 P. 1193. Eunuchs often used oppressive tactics dunrn “ aiacc ing,”
which might better be described as “forcey requisitions,” and this cressed o publie m"{n

Shﬂﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂﬂs (Cambudgc 1“355. HZIVaI'd U.p. I9K5 p. 1 ~16. SCC also a Nmthmt\ Sl.lll
7] ’ )r P 5
g
work h) Ch jen I aa! an ﬂuﬁ“ﬂ shu Fii NBsi ‘ (Shangh'“' Ehu“g h’ua' 19.;8) 411 p. 1o.
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ing envoy,” such an official was referred to as “commissioner for purchasing
such and such goods,™* a title that reveals the nature of the title holder's
commission.

The word “shih f#,” that is, commissioner, used in the title shih-po shih is
also evidence of the temporary nature of this position. Throughout the
T'ang dynasty, the central court never made the “commissioner for trading
with foreign ships” a permanent position. Before the eighth century, com-
missioners were appointed only when there were matters which had to be
handled by representatives from the central court. Commissioner did not
become 2 permanent position and was not permanently stationed in the
locality to which he was dispatched until the “eight military commissioners”
were appointed in 711 and the “ten investigation commissioners” in 714.'7
The T'ang administrative codes never kst “commissioner for trading with
foreign ships”™ either as an established bureaucratic post or as one of the
permanently stationed commissioners, and the primary Chinese sources
mention only two persons who had ever held this title." If » shih-po shih was
not permanently positioned in Kuang-chou or at any major Chinese sea
ports, it is then questionable whether he ever had any real control of mari-
time trade administration.

‘The political atmosphere in the early Tang also did not favor any at-
tempt by the court to assume direct control of seaborne trade, not to men-
tion the creation of a permanent post for a commissioner to exercise such
control. One major concern of the early-T"ang emperors was the creation of
a favorable political image of officialdom, and of an honest and frugal
government. To reemphasize this goal after his accession, Emperor Hsiian-
tsung set up himself and the royal family as an example. He issued an edict
in the seventh month of 714, forbidding the extravagant lifestyle of royal
family members: court ladies should not wear brocade, embroidery, pearls,
and jade; gold and silver utensils used in the court should be melted down
and used as payments for military and government expenses. Embroidery

workshops in Ch’ang-an and Lo-yang & B were also shut down. Within
only a few days another edict was promulgated, limiting the privilege of

% See the case of Yang Chih-pen #§ & % mentioned by Yen Shih-yiian & M 7T, “Tan-
chou tu-tu Yang Chih-pen pei” MMBEBRERR, cTW 267, p. 1213. He was sent to
Ling-nan circuit during Empress Wu's time (r. 685-704) as a “commissioner for purchasing
pearls and jade FT Bk K 5.~

W7 Tang kuo-shik pu C, p. 53.

** They were Chou Ch'ing-li 8 B 17 and Lit T'ai-i & K —. They held titles in 714 and
763, respectively. Wen-hsien tung-kao 3C WX 3 %, Shih-tung edn. (Shanghai: Shang-wu,
1935) 62, p. 563.
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using precious metals to officials of the third rank and above.™ It was in this
political atmosphere that in the twelfth month of 714, Liu Tse #0138, a pal-
ace censor, impeached Chou Ch'ing-li, the “commissioner for
foreign ships” who had been sent to Ling-nan circuit to con
purchasing.” Liu accused Chou of “sending to the court man
plements that he [Chou Ch'ing-li], with the he
had arranged to be made on a large scaje,”"*
The T’ang rulers were of course not devoted believers in asceticism, and
Hstian-tsung’s frugal measures were part of a series of measures designed to
proclaim that his reign was to take a new and morally acceptable direction.
In 716 a foreigner brought Hsiian-tsung the news that countries around the
South China Sea were rich in pearls, jade, and precious goods, and pro-
posed that the court should avail themselves of these goods through trade.
The emperor's interest was aroused. After he was further informed that
there was also medicine for immortality, he decided to send a palace censor
to go to Ceylon (Shih-tzu kuo 7 ) with this foreigner. This invoived the
emperor himself in criticism. A memorial was presented to the throne
strongly opposing any direct court involvement in trade, and condemning it

as absolutely inappropriate to compete against Chinese merchants for
profits.'!

Given that the prefect in Kuan
for both administrative and milita
believe that it was he who should

trading with
duct “official
Y strange im-
lp of a Po-ssu (Persian) monk,

g-chou was the highest official responsible
ry affairs in his jurisdiction,"® it is logicai to
ered the responsibility of protecting foreign
merchants, trading with them and administering matters related to sea-
borne trade." In most cases, the prefect of Kuang-chou also held concur-
renty the title “commissioner for trading with foreign ships,” unless some

special situation occurred that made it essential to appoint a capital official to
the post.'™

9 TCTC 211, p. 6702.

1 THY 62, P. 1078, Translation from Wang, “Nanhaj Trade,” p. 100.

M TCTC 221, p. 6718.

112 According to the T'ang sources, his Jurisdiction extended to a number of neighboring
prefectures. Among the scventy prefectures to the south of Mt. Wu-ling 7 %%, twenty-two are
within the jurisdiction of the military governor of Ling-nan. And this title, as we have
discussed, was usually held concurrently by the prefect of Kuang-chou. See Ma, Han Chiang-ti
wen-chi chiso-chy 4, p. 283.

"* L8 Ssu-mien & RLM, Li Sou-mien tu-shih cha-chi B BBE MR (Shanghai: Ku-

chi, 1982), p. 1000. Hino Kaisabure 5 5F 8 Z B8, Toy shigaku ronshe 3¢ B o A -8
(Tokyo, 1980), vol. 5, p- 313.

11¢ Kuwabara Jitsuza, “Fujita kun no Sodai no shihakushj oyobi shihaku jorei ni tsuite” #
HEORKROTHM ARUBTHEMz o0 T, in Miyazaki Ichisada B W} f7 % et al,,
eds., Kuuabars fisas zensha 5o I8 W 3 2 % (Tokyo: Iwanami, 1968) vol. 3, pp. 481-83.
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Not too surprisingly, most of the p_refects f)f Kuang-cllloul-l;cflltz:::gl t:::
footsteps of their corrupt predecessors in previous dynastles.. :;abl re
their corruptions, scandals, and abuses of power unmlstfa ably poin
et that throughout the T'ang dynasty the power to administer mari-
i . fa;t :s firmly in the hands of the prefect of Kuang-chou. Liu Chii-lin
umeﬁuai: one such example. From 741 to 744 he was the governor of
ﬁn-hai commandery (the new name of .Kuang-chou after 742,"1bu:{ :::
Jater dismissed from the post for corruption and was replaced Iyou:subor_
MR, Lu is said to have taken strict measures (o Stop unscrupu us subor
dinates from extorting foreign merchants. F‘IIS”I‘IE\.N’ measures we:‘ o e
that even eunuchs sent on “official purchasing” trips to Kuang-c
H 14
" i:.:e:fe?n::;lll :::tmtér of policy, the prefects of Kuang-chou might well
have resisfed any interference with their Eowei; :::sri:;a:cc:::i :::‘:fz :::c::;
have tried to maintain surveillance O\TEI: the pu e it v shine
dispatched to Kuang-chou as “com mlssmr;zr t:r :’: l::gx s
Te“st’:‘ "Iﬂ’?i :)l:élldjl\gg—tlpt,hzn:uif:l:l::ﬂrlmis:io7ner for trEding with forei_gn
:;i:;s tl‘:)r Kuang-chou, surprised everybod‘y by forg_ll:‘lg anc (:x;;r:::::(l) ::l.lcot;-
conscripting a group of soldiers, an(.i expelling thle mil mr?rus mmissoner o
Ling-nan."” Li’s real motive in staging the rebellion remai y

-3 i int, it is worth pointing out that during the
Norther cguﬂ"(oggﬁjgxﬁ?, ?f}'x:n ?:ﬁ::i;hli]:cdpogovemmcnul apparatus forﬁovemas ;;m::
Norg‘?m oo the Office of Maritime Trade (Shih-po ssu i1 A &), was first bc:zmu
admmuo’], it was still headed by the local prefect and staffed by his slu lmm];
Crdet u "n"977;ivc centralization of maritime trade did not start until the late ¢ vent
i ldmfmﬂ!‘[; Yian-feng period (1078-1088), the Manum}: Trade Super;:lo&o np;
Shiboe 1?‘"‘11‘8 cfﬁ #1 12 2& 5]) was established, and local officials were exclu i,
(Shl}_"PO ltll:: l;:*ﬂ;“n merchants. But the office was semi-independent: its busm.css was otti)m
P (W fh 'r;slgof the Tax Transport Bureau (Chuan-ylin ssu K 7)) a:l\d its opcl:d ton
ducted by ob Cl:he head of the burcau. The supervisorship became a g’:y mdcpemfm
::x:::lrs:gnt :g'my only in 1101. See Wen-hsien t'ung-k'ao 62, p. 563; and Ch'iian<

i i ation

26'152;;8 g9, p. 218. Roughly during the same period, he also hcldl:;e tide “investigati
commissioner” {¢5'as-fang skih ﬂ&ifjfi). See Sung kao-seng chuan 1, p. 10a.

14 HTS 126, p. 4418. TCTC . 7157. For Lii T ai-i, see also two Sung
I'1=13t>t'&‘.|sI e T f-’»s s 378!;&2&%’;&6}1 lu-hua §3§pﬁ7§£7(8hih-lin i-shu edn.} B, p. 633; 1::
Iodl’llck-;i:: ;:lii;‘a%yﬁln *ﬁga’(chih-pu-uu chai t3'ung-shu cdnng A, ;:e:::;c "I'B‘h:: :h :‘:[""mg

ad official in Kuang-chou may sound inc . n
Co:l:cl;.;a ::grgn?};’afg;}:gﬂa study by Chao T & XK, mm:tl_z:l:l::‘ aw :-:nicr pz\:rt::i bg::
o ’ i i , from where most ! " -
f“odﬂ'“ K'wart‘hgt:'nlgx::n: ﬁ:l:.rlle:tspz:::zﬁcd Tu Hsian-yu B, the s;.l::clllance o;l::f
minion ‘:f Fuek‘ien 0 send his subordinates to pay respect to the tombs of ,:h m,m s o
?rl::::::u cunuchs’almost every year between 860 to 874. See Chao 1, Nien-

o0
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scholars tend to attribute this event to Li’s resentment against the prefect’s
surveillance over his purchasing; they suggest thar Lii's motive in removing
the commissioner was to have the lion’s share of the profits from trading
with foreigners.” This event, however, does indicate that on one hand Lii
obviously did not have the power o administer maritime trade at Kuang-
chou. On the other hand, however, a scramble for power over trade was also
going on between shih-po shih and military commissioners in Ling-nan. This
seems to have been increasingly the case after the An Lu-shan Rebellion in
the mid-eighth century, during which eunuchs augmented their power at
court,'® and attempted to encroach on the profits from foreign trade when
dispatched w0 Kuang-chou as shih-po shih."™ This power struggle may simply
have resulted from the personal greed of eunuchs, but the eunuchs them-
selves may also have been acting as the emperor’s agents, endeavoring to
achieve a greater share of the sizable profit from overseas trade. '

A more plausible explanation s that the role of shih-po shih evolved and
changed during the Tang dynasty. At the beginning, he was only a tempo-
rary court purchasing envoy, who concurrendy held a regular Jocal govern.-
ment post: the prefecr of Kuang-chou. Gradually and occasionally, in order
to ensure the supply of exotic goods for the court, eunuchs were appointed
shik-po shik to conduct and to supervise the purchase of these goods.'” A
document allegedly from Te-tsung’s reign entitled “A Memorial for Present-
ing to the Throne a Painting of the Court for the Commissioner for Trading
with Foreign Ships in Ling-nan” (“Chin Ling-nan wang-kuan shih-po shih
ylian u piao” %ﬁﬁfﬁﬁmﬁ&ﬁﬁi) provides us with a clue to this

gradual evolution of the shih-po shik’s function in the lagter haif of the eighth
century. It reads:

_—
Hogmne (rpt; Peking: Chung-kuo shu-tien, 1987) 20, p. 266,

Y8 Li, Chachi, P- 1000; and Tsukiyama, “Todai Rydnan™ pp. 31 -32.

1** For a discussion of this tpic, see |, K. Rideout, “The Rise of the Eunuchs during the
Tang Dynasty,” AM ns 1 (194g), PP- 53-72; and ibid. 3 (1952), pp. 42-58,

12 A record in TFYK 665, p. 7956, points out that after the middle of the T'ang dynasty, it
was usually the eunuchs who were appointed various “commissioners,”

! Wada Hisanori believes that the disparch of shih-po shih was linked to the overall
financial and administrative reforms during the Jate Tang, the principle aim of which was to
increase state revenue through new taxes and tghter control of local financial administration,
See his “Todai ni okeru Shihakushi no sochi,” p. 1057, where, however, he may have over-
interpreted the importance of the shik-po shih, who was bastcaily a “purchasing envoy” for the
court,

2 Conditioned by primitive knowledge of navigation and shipbuilding, overseas trade in
ancient times was a trade of limited varicty and quantity, The luxury items
were ofien tn short supply, and were sought not only by the court but by influential central

officials, powerful locaj figures, merchants, and even ordinary people in Kuang-chou. This
resulted in a “seller’s market,”
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In the past, “commissioner {for tradii:lg wifh foreign ships])” wlas (;ﬁnl‘y ':;1
empty title. He had no real power to issue instructions {t?‘loca o. Cl?._ .
He merely could accomplish the performance of supervising ('iuues ina
careless manner, as if he kept his hands cupped ‘all the time. As a
practice, the commissioner neither kept any oﬁ?cnal re(iords [of his
activities], nor maintained a permanent office. Having received the h::y
decree in person, [, your humble Sub:ict?t, have attempted to.rcfor;rl e
corrupt practices of previous commissioners. The. purchasmdg o (]:1:-
cious imported goods to be presented tc_:' Fhe ctfurt is now.c.on uctt; i ‘):
my subordinates; and the routine admn?ls‘tranon of mantamemtr_alem
the prefecture has come under the jurisdiction of prefectural officials.

This record serves as a clear indication that e.ven_ when the court de-
cided to augment the power of the commissioner,. l[-dld not tran;fcr !1330\::;
over foreign trade from the prefect to the CommlSSIon(.!l', but rt:1 |§tra'1“ uim-
the power between the two. Common sense tells us that‘ 1t was tec ;lc :,ork
possible for a court commissioner to take over t.he de.talled. and te ious vork
of maritime trade administration. He might bring with him a few.assls n0
from the capital. But he simply did not have enough staff of his ownctr_
function independently of the local governmental apparatus. Even }:o lzcal
form his purchasing duty, he might still have requested helr.) ft“.om t e cal
authorities. In many cases, there was 1o problem of power distibution, sn:ld
ply because the commissioner and the prefgct .of Kuan g-cholu wexjeho;:)i :i !
the same person. To assert that the “commissioner for tradn;g ;vu‘ isterii
ships” in the T'ang dynasty had already as.sumed the d’uty of admin tering
maritime trade in Kuang-chou is a mnsunderstandl.ng of .the thma:}‘y
sources, resulting from reading back the funcﬁon of shih-po shih during the

Sung dynasty into the T’ang.

123 This record is found in CTW 515, p. 2350,. and _must be uscdh with ca':jt::r:jurin;
ilers of CTW auributed the author to Wang Ch'ien-hsiu E B K, who was ac uring
‘lji.;nmpcropl r Te-tsung’s time (r. 78¢-805). However, the primary Tang sources hax"; 10 1t wcor
of Wang's holding cither the post of prefect of Kuang-ch;):xh o;- serl:mg asnd ego r::mor):
comm i i ide of the Lu-chou gra
issi f Ling-nan. Instead, he was appointed ai : 7
“:'SEE::;”‘; ta zf-m-fu chang-shin B8 M K & B & B £) in 795. And hwsﬁgntﬁcg
fﬁ: military service was basically confined o the southcasw.m part of modern ; o
ovince. See Tang fang-chen nien-pico f& 7 M T (Peking: Cl}ul:ig-h'ua, 19?0 4 ;% m.
E;o;:ovc;* this memorial suggests that Wang bought an old bulld;nuﬁ.ﬂaurngoun fm:
, i n it as the
ich is located in modern Ch’ao-an # %2, Kwa.ng‘l.'ung.provmce, and A iy
;h“é‘ozn(::sioner for Trading with Foreign Ships in Ling-nan. T]‘II.SIIS very ::kcly :rm::t:“;:l
; issioner was usually stationed in Kuang-chou. Thwe m‘istakcs, owever, should
mtcm?;);ndﬁcrodit the basic contents of the memorial. Misaunbuuhng a:::orshnp ;;N:Of
i i issi ioned might have been mere!
1 location to which the commissioner was station .
f:at:;sogil;r?l:lamoi:lakes that occurred during the compilation of the voluminous CTW.
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Chinese records of the late-eighth and early-ninth centuries a} i
tf) the fact that the prefect of Kuang-chou still presided over the adlsr? t_emf)’
ton of maritime trade. For example, Li Mien F 8, the prefect of ;(‘“sm"
chou from 768 to 772, who also held concurrently the ttle “milita "
s’urvei]]ancc commissioner” of Ling-nan, decided in 769 to abolish thry .
tice of inspecting foreign ships and of levying exorbitant taxes on rerens
trade.™ Inspections of this nature offered unscrupulous low-rankin ov';irsf’“
and clerks an Opportunity to extort valuables from foreign merchangtso zllals
forcc.them to offer bribes; and the high taxes on foreign trade madc:l .;) t'o
ness in Kuang-chou unprofitable, turning traders away to other pj g
Before I..x took office only a few merchant ships called on Kuang-cho every
year. His abolition of corru Pt practices is reported to have revefsed t!l: P
aton; by the end of his term, the number of foreign ships arrivic 5"}"
Kuang-chou soared to about forty a year. This record gives une v ";
proof th.at there was no direct central control over foreign trade T‘:‘“VOC’
for_forelgn merchants and seaborne trade administration Iici;:s wx ra[el:

decided single-handedly by the prefect of Kuan g-chou, P e
‘In this sense, the administration of foreign trade had been “localized”
during the Tang dynasty. And Kuang-chou was not the only place wh
the authorities had such “localized” power over foreign tradey(!:thc Wl ces
had also formally localized parts of the overland trade, such as Yu ::patl;ﬂs
M, near modern Peking, for trade with the Khitan a;ld Hsi & "Cho“
and Ch'eng-tu B4R for the western trade, oo
N “Locahz.ation” couid bring about prosperity and increased trading acti
::: toa C.Lhmese seaport, when an honest prefect stayed in power; ifc:::d-
contribute to the decline of the same se i ,
Jected foreign merchants to his tender merc;.P;:i,s lfl(:c:.::ltjiz:l’l’)rdca ..

goods to meet the quota of “local” i
- Products assigned to
annual tribute system. i them under the

This is depicted in a memorial presented to the court in 792 by Lu Chih

1% CTS 131, P- 3635; and HTS 131, p. 4508.

' See the biography of Wan i
) gsELX®incTs . ;
a];pom_md prefect of Kuang-chau in 795 - 80y am;Si.;'s:id“:o&;; e conbazapey 2108 He was
ot precious goods collected from foreign merchans as tay.
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B2 &, a well-known courtier.”™ The memorial cites a report by the military
commissioner of Ling-nan that claimed that recently foreign merchants had
deliberately avoided trading in Kuang-chou, and instead had conducted
their business in An-nan TR protectorate.” The latter was far away from
both Kuang-chou and the Court for Commissioner for Trading with For-
eign Ships, and apparently inconvenient to the merchants. This unusual
development troubled the military commissioner, who feared that the
decrease in the arrival of foreign ships would cause him to be unabie to
acquire and present enough imported goods as tribute to the court. He
proposed to the throne that under the supervision of a eunuch, a team of
officials from Kuang-chou be sent to An-nan to conduct “official pur-
chasing.” This proposal, however, was turned down flat by Lu Chih. He
pointed out that Kuang-chou had long been a communication hub in the
south, and a place famous for busy trading activities. Now foreign merchants
ceased to come to Kuang-chou, but went all the way to An-nan to do busi-
ness at great inconvenience. The reason underlying this strange develop-
ment, Lu Chih pointed out, must be the mismanagement of foreign trade in
Kuang-chou and the poor reception accorded by local officials to foreign
traders. Since merchants pursued only profits, if they were treated with
moderation there should be no reason that they would not come to Kuang-
chou to do business. Lu Chih condemied the request to dispatch a eunuch
to An-nan to preside over “official purchasing,” arguing that it would
“display a covetous disposition to the world, openly invite the use of bribery
at court, befoul the pure atmosphere of the times and corrupt the divine
imperial task of transformation through virtue.”
Lu recommended to the throne that the request should not be granted.
He also stated that there was simply no reason for the court to trust only the
authorities of Ling-nan, and not those of An-nan; or to favor the eunuchs
and play down the local officials. Ling-nan and An-nan were both territories
of the Central Kingdom; eunuchs and local officials were all subjects of the
emperor. Dispatching a eunuch on an “official purchasing” trip would vio-
late the principle of treating metropolitan and provincial officials with equal
sincerity, and would corrupt the Confucian value of honesty. As for the
foreign goods needed by the court and the army, in fact statutes, ordinances

12 For a discussion of Lu's life and career, see Denis Twitchet, “Lu Chih (754 -805):
Imperial Adviser and Court Official,” in A. F. Wright and D. C. Twitcheu, eds., Confucian

Personalities (Stanford: Stanford U.P., 1g6z), pp. 84-122.
127 The jurisdiction of this protectorate covers the area to the north of Mt. Hoanh Son,

with its capital located in modern Hanoi.
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and established practice had already detailed the procedures for acquisition.
Since local officials were urged to carry out faithfully their duties, they
hardly dared not meet the quota assigned to them under the annual tribute
system.'®

The important messages in Lu Chih’s memorial point to the following
facts: until the end of the eighth century, the “normal” channel for the court
to acquire foreign goods remained the “annual tribute System”; there were
statutes, ordinances, and established practice that governed the procedures
for “official purchasing.” It was the local officials ar Kuang-chou and An-nan,
not the shik-po shik, who were administering the trading activities in their re-
spective localities; when a eunuch was appointed shih-po shik to a seaport, his
major duty was probably to conduct and to supervise “official purchasing,”
not to perform by himself the routine administration of seaborne trade.

These facts are elaborated in related tontemporary T'ang records. In

802, for example, Hsi Shen £ B, the prefect of Kuang-chou from 8os 1o
806, ordered thar exotic goods collected as tax in kind from foreign
merchants should not exceed the amount sufficient to fill the tributary quota
(ch'a.ng-lmng ® R) assigned to Kuang-chou by the court. Freed from ex-
cessive taxation, maritime trade is said to have enjoyed a constant growth
during Hsii Shen’s term of office in Kuang-chou.'® [ 817 the “feast for
inspecting goods” was abolished. A corrupt practice, it had offered local
officials, and even their servants who attended the feast, an opportunity for
extortion.'

These records also throw a new light on an important but somewhat
controversial source, which has been taken as a conclusive evidence for the
transfer of administrative power over foreign trade from the head official in
Kuang-chou to a shih-po shik dispatched from the capital. This record is to be
found in Tang kuo-shin pu F& B % #, by Li Chao Z %, a Hanlin scholar
and a secretariat drafter (chung-shy she-jen o B & A) during the Yiian-ho
period (806-820). We read that a shih-po shih in the ninth century was re-
sponsible for the registration of foreign merchants’ names and their cargoes,
the collection of taxes, and the monopoly of precious and rare foreign
goods.”™ However, examining this record in the light of the previous dis-

12 Tang Lu Hsiian-kung han-yiian chi [ B2 B 4\ 0 36 4 (SPTK edn.} 18, pp. 1a-2a; and
TCIT;C;SIE; PP: 753233,
en-kung chi 11, p. ggb; Po-K'ung tiu-tieh 83, p. 1185; HTS 1
=y ) “T"ang ku Chin-tzu kuang-] i ang” %
, g-lu ta-fu Hsth kung hsingchuan
ﬂﬁ:ﬁ. CTW 639, p- 2899, § & i

'* HTS 163, p. 5004 B Tang kuo-shik puC, p. 63.

. 4694; and Li Ao
SREAALE
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cussion, it seems quite safe to assume that the shik-po shik in question was a
concurrent post held by the prefect of Kuang-chou. If that is the case, t!le
transfer of power from the prefect of Kuang-chou to some other official
titled shéh-po shik probably never happened.

Corruption on the part of the prefects of Kuang-chou usually serves as a
reliable indication that they still tightly held power over maritime trade ad-
ministration. And the Chinese records of the late-ninth century abound in
evidence on this point. To generate profits for themselves, some head offi-
cials in Kuang-chou are recorded to have formulated their own regulations
for foreign trade administration.™ These regulations allowed them to buy
foreign traders’ goods at a price considerably lower than the market value,
making them enormously rich in a short time.'" For instance, Hu Cheng #
#® was appointed the prefect of Kuang-chou for only three years (826-
828). However, during such a short period of time he accumulated a huge
amount of personal wealth, which enabled him to buy in the capital several
blocks of real estate. Precious imported goods were continuously trans-
ported from Kuang-chou to his residence, making him “newly rich” in the

capital.™
Another example is Wang Mao-yiian E X JT, the prefect of Kuang-

chou from 833 to 835. His personal wealth is said to have been worth “ten
thousand” strings of copper cash.” A rare exception is Lu Chiin i 5, the
prefect of Kunang-chou from 836 to 840. He memorialized to the throne o
be relieved of the duty of seaborne trade administration. Lu is described as a
man of benevolence and forbearance. He did not want to be tainted by or
held responsible for scandals related to extortion of foreign traders. As the
chief administrative official in Kuang-chou, however, Lu apparently could
not shirk his legal responsibility, should a scandal break out involving h'is
subordinates. To protect his reputation, Lu made a request to the court in
836, asking the dispatch of a eunuch to take the post of “commissioner ’for
trading with foreign ships,” so as to prevent unscrupulous low.-rankmg
officials from “hiding and cheating” in doing business with folrelgners""‘
Whether Lu’s request was granted or not remains a question. What is
obvious is that in his time supervision and administration of foreign trade
came within the functions and powers of the prefect in Kuang-chou.

’ i24-4 't . ' S 163, p. 4260.
152 CTS 177, p. 3591. 138 Po-K'ung liu-l'ich 83, p. 1185 134 CT.
155 CTS 1’751.Pp.342‘70. The term “ten thousand” is, of course, not an accurate figure. It
usually mezns “enormous” in ¢lassical Chinese.
18 CTS 177, p. 3591 Po-K'ung liu-t'izh 83, p. 1185.
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CONCLUSION

During the T'ang dynasty Kuang-chou was a city of strategic impor-
tance. Domestically, it was the administrative center of Ling-nan superior
prefecture (fu ), the jurisdiction of which extended to twenty prefectures
south of the Wu-ling 7 #t.” Maintaining stability in this vast area was the
key to effective control of southern China. But this was also a2 region inhab.
ited mostly by militant non-Han tribesmen, a region which had often been
harassed by banditry, theft, homicide, and natural disasters. The exercise of
governance in this area had traditionally been a tough job. Internationaily,
Kuang-chou was a gate to the outside world. Through this gate, China could
come into contact with foreign merchants from overseas, acquiring precious
exotic goods, and, perhaps more important, spreading the moral influence
of the Chinese Son of Heaven to “barbarians” through trading activities.'
None of these objectives, however, could be achieved if the prefect of Kuang-
chou was not a person well versed in both polite letters and military arts,
and able to control the overall situation. The domestic and international
importance of Kuang-chou made it a crucia issue for the court to choose
the right person for the post.” If finding such a person among the Chinese
officiaidom was not the mnost difficult part, preventing him from becoming
corrupt after assuming office often proved to be impossible. The precious
imported goods in Kuang-chou, and the fact that a prefect could so easily
acquire them through abusing his power and becoming rich, constituted too
strong a seduction for him to resist. Nevertheless, the importance and the
difficulty in governing Kuang-choy Justified the delegation of both military
and civil power to a single person: the prefect. But, the appointment of a
plenary prefect could be disastrous, if his performance was not properly
supervised and he degenerated into avarice. As a matter of fact, during
€arly-T'ang times, the geographical distance between Ch’ang-an and
Kuang-chou (the Jjourney from the capital took perhaps two months) made
it quite difficult to reach the area, and crippled any efforts in bringing local
officials under regular and timely supervision by the central government.
Examining his function in this historical context, it is quite evident that a

7 Yilan Chen chi waichs TT, BR 4 5% (SPTK cdn.} 5, p. 667; sec also Yitan Chen T,
“Shou Wang Shih-Iy teng Ling-nan p'an-kuan chih” &% F e K H #(; and Feng
Ao ﬁﬁ, “Shou Ts'ui Kui-u’ung Ling-nan chieh-tu shih chih™ 16 & ﬂ%a WA fiﬁﬂ,
Wen-ylian ying-hua 412, p. 2088; 455, pp. 2312~ Is.

1% Chlang-ti hsien-sheng chi B W 5% 4 & (SPTK edn.) 21, Pp- 8a-9b; and Tang Liu hsien-
sheng chi FE W13 & 2 (SPTK cdn.) 26, pp. 6a-7b.

19 Chiang-ti Asi sheng chi 21, pp. 8a- gb.
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shih-po shih was a purchasing envoy for the court. As a normal practice, this
commission was concurrently held by the prefect of Ku.ang-ch?u. But.th::)re
were also occasions on which a capital ofﬁcial was appointed shih-po s}n}:i, :-
cause special court events or unusual situations in Kuang-chofu r;quu‘e b‘te ;
dispatch of a central official to handle these Tatters .by himself an : dto suf jthe
them to his supervision. The function of shik-po shik ar}d the ‘ho erho
post were therefore not unchanging. This seems to be mcrea.fn.ngly the case
after the An Lu-shan Rebellion, when eunuchs rose as a polirical Power in
the central court. At the same time, perhaps as_an atten.mpt to gain better
control of local officials, commissioners on sup.erwsory duties were al:; occa-
sionally sent to Kuang-chou. Their titles vaned.. They werlewrffcrr _ t(.) :s
“commissioner for supervising ships” (chien-po shih lﬁﬁ ), . ‘clommlussm -
er for befriending foreign countries” (chich-hao shik %&{i), and co::_
missioner for supervising barbarian ships” (ya fan[-po] sh:h #¥ (#] f{ﬂ).'
The prefect of Kuang-chou presided over .tlfe administration of ' (:r;l_;gln
trade, albeit sometimes subjected to the supervision of a central.o‘fﬁ.aa .” e
prefect set the rates for taxes on foreign tradza:, reglflated the activities o ;){r;
eign merchants, and handled legal dispu.tef. mw?lvmg thosF mercfhzmts_.ti ‘
could make changes to any existing administrative regulations of mari ]T
trade without prior consuitation with or approval frc?m .thc court. :,
however, was held responsible for presenting the court with imported goods
as annual tribute, the types and amounts of which were set l_)y the court;
Throughout the T'ang dynasty, the central court amjl its officials were no
enthusiastic about taxing commerce, domestic or forug_;n, and as a pracuce;
usually left such business to local officials.'"> By so doing, the T’ang com;
wanted to create for itself an image of a moral and b_enevol'ent gov-ernme: .
Unless urged by special needs, the court often hlesuate:i in scndl{l)g ou a:
eunuch as its “purchasing envoy.” The well-esmbhshcq annu'al tribute ]sKS
tem” remained the major channel for the court to acquire foreign goods.

o 3 A
1% Hsiao Yeh # 3, “Ling-nan chich-tu shih Wei kung shen-tao pei METEERD
# CTW 764, p. 3565. . ' ) .
ﬁff‘; Tz'u?yi:a:, i R G, “Tsou Kuang-chou chieh-hao shih sh.lh-yu feng chao-sh;
hsieh-en chuang” ZER M ETF EF R TR E#E:‘Lﬁ, Wm-ymbngh:a%m;ﬁg.
-hsiz chil i ) . 54a. His dury was
; chiin-kuo 1 shu 19, p. T04a; 33, p- 542 d L
:amucrs and l'cpo,l rri:?:‘g the court when foreign ships al;irw; at Kkuan%-chouih ?u. B, p. 5. In the
. Asen- : . ‘1a; 26, p. 7b; and T'ang kuo-s B, p. 53.
1 Tang Liv sheng chi 10, p. 7a; 2 s P i - plighed.
ile is given as “px fan-po sath,” and in the .ttcras )
for‘rzef)::i:k:l't:ictc(;x:tg q‘I}'\ Conﬁﬁiin's View of the Taxation of Commerce,” BSOAS 3.2
“%E)I’npi:htst'zonjuucﬁon, it is worth remembering that th_c “annu‘a:hg;itgceﬂ ’&t‘;‘(ytl;ing;
the same role during the Five Dynasties (go7 - ¢66). See Chiu Wu-tai

Chung-hua, 1976) 3, p. 52.
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